Foreword

The National Development Council (NDC), in its 534 meeting held on 29t May 2007,
adopted a resolution to launch Food Security Mission comprising rice, wheat and pulses to
increase the production of rice by 10 million tons, wheat by 8 million tons and pulses by 2
million tons by the end of the eleventh Five Year Plan (2011-12).

Accordingly, the National Food Security Mission was launched as a centrally sponsored
scheme. The objective of the mission is to increase production and productivity of wheat,
rice and pulses on a sustainable basis so as to ensure food security of the country. The
approach is to bridge the yield gap in respect of these crops through dissemination of
improved technologies and farm management practices. It is envisaged to focus on districts,
which have potential, but relatively low level of productivity performance at present. There
are a series of programme interventions, efforts to reach resource poor farmers and
continuous monitoring of various activities. Panchayati Raj Institutions play a central role in
selection of beneficiaries and identifying priority areas, and also in the entire gamunt of
activities of the mission. A strong component of project management, monitoring and
evaluation steers the scheme on course for achieving the Mission’s objectives. The present
study is an attempt to analyze the possibilities and constraints in pulses production in Bihar,
and impact of National Food Security Mission on Pulses Production. National Food Security
Mission (NFSM) on pulses has been implemented in 168 identified districts across the states.
As of now, Bihar has 13 NFSM pulses districts.

Total areas under lentil crop before launching NFSM was 25.25 hectares and after NFSM,
area under lentil became 32.00 hectares. It increased to 26.73 per cent after NFSM. Similarly,
total areas under gram before and after NFSM were recorded as 21.00 hectares and 24.00
hectares respectively. Its area had increased to 14.29 per cent in gram; it means there was
higher increase in the area of lentil than gram. Besides increase in area of the pulse crops, the
production has also increased substantially. But it has the potential to increase more
provided some constraints are attended.

Moreover, I thank Mr. Rambalak Choudhary, Research Officer-Cum-Project leader of the
study and all the members of the Project Team for completing this study on behalf of the
Centre. They all indeed deserve full appreciation.

It is hoped that the results of the study will be useful for policy makers, researchers and
other professionals.

Basant Kumar Jha

Director

Agro-Economic Research Centre for Bihar & Jharkhand
T M Bhagalpur University

Bhagalpur - 812 007



Preface

In Bihar, the National Food Security Mission (NFSM) was launched in 2007-08 as a centrally
sponsored scheme. The present study is entitled as POSSIBILITIES AND CONSTRAINTS FOR
INCREASING THE PRODUCTION OF PULSES IN BIHAR AND IMPACT OF NFSM ON PULSES IN
BIHAR. It analyzes the impact of NFSM on pulses in Bihar. The findings of the study will be
useful for the policymakers, planners, academia and all concerned. In course of the study,
we received immense feedback from different scholars and officials belonging to various
government departments. First of all, I am grateful to Dr. Nilabja Ghosh, Co-ordinator of
the study, Institute of Economic Growth, Delhi University, for guiding in conduct of the
study and giving valuable comments on the draft report, which have been duly
incorporated. I am also grateful to our Director, Prof. (Dr.) Basant Kumar Jha for his overall
supervision and guidance. I would like to record my sincere thanks to all the government
officials of the state for their invaluable help.

I express my thanks to the respondents for providing us necessary information and sparing
valuable time in collection of primary data. The present work is the outcome of the efforts
made by the members of the Project Team, so I take this opportunity to thank all of them.

Rambalak Choudhary
Project Leader
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