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Preface 

 

This study entitled as “IMPACT OF NATIONAL HORTICULTURE MISSION SCHEME IN BIHAR”  was 
undertaken at the instance of the Directorate of Economics and Statistics, 
Department of Agriculture & Co-operation, Ministry of Agriculture, Government of 
India, New Delhi and Co-ordinated by ADRT Centre, Institute of Social & Economic 
Change (ISEC), Bangalore. 

In fact, the country’s main policy focus until recently was only on grains and cereals, 
but it has changed in recent times with the launch of the National Horticulture 
Mission (NHM) in April 2005, with a view to promote holistic growth of 
horticultural sector through an area based regionally differentiated strategies.  As 
the programme has entered into its fifth year, it would be necessary to analyze the 
impact of the programme vis-à-vis objectives of the NHM scheme for horticultural 
crops like Mango & Litchi in terms of area expansion, increase in production and 
yield rate. 

The study is based on both primary and secondary data  Secondary data relating to 
the state were mainly obtained from the Directorate of Horticulture, Government of 
Bihar and on the other hand from various published databases at the state as well as 
the national levels like National Horticulture Board (NHB), Census of India etc.  In 
case of primary data, two districts from Bihar namely Vaishali and Muzaffarpur 
have been selected for two crops vis., Mango and Litchi.  A total number of 50 
sample beneficiary households have been selected for obtaining detailed information 
through primary survey.  

The report has been drafted into six chapters covering logical development of facts 
and findings and to fulfill the specific objectives of the study.  Suitable policy 
recommendations are also made at proper place.  It is hoped that the findings of 
study will be useful to policy makers, managers and other stakeholders. 

The undersigned takes the opportunity to thank Prof. Parmod Kumar, Head, ADRT 
Centre, ISEC, Bangalore for his co-ordination and guidance at every stage of study.  I 
also offer my deepest thank to all the members of the project team of this study. 
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